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Rinehart 
$050 
This is one of the books I'd skip. An alphabet book, despite the fact that 
modern schools and parents frovm upon it, has still its claim to a place in the sun,- 
popularity with children. But this one has no particular claim to recognition on any 
ground. Boy and girl figures drawn in cubes - the result is awkward without being mod- 
ern. The two-toned paper on which it is printed fails to give an effect of gaiety. 
Tiny children would find it almost impossible to pick out the corresponding letters - 
and there is no spontaneous recognition of what the pictures are trying to say. (Publ.) 


Salwen, Jo ALPHABET BOOK 
















Steiner, Charlotte CHARLOTTE STHINER'S ABC Franklin Watts 
$1.00 

* If you are hunting a pictured ABC, here's a good one with a real idea, in it- 

self good merchandise. Children's names, plus what they are doing, tie in with the 

letters of the alphabet, and there are as many ways in which the letters can be used 

as seem natural ina brief caption. Furthermore, the words themselves are primer words, 

and first readers will find they can actually read the captions readily. The pictures 

show the children doing things children would be doing - and the color reproduction - 

in warm fluorescent colors- is excellent. Recommended as good sales value. Board, not 

sturdy enough for library use. ( Publ.) 





























PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


White, Ruth OLLIE THE OSTRICH Nelson 
$1.00 
A rather silly little story in captions and pictures of a young ostrich that 
was so shy that he ran away from everything and hid his head in the sand. Then one day 
he poked his head up and looked back at himself and his sense of humor came to the res- 
cue - he learned to laugh at himself- and all was well. Pictures in two color by Avery 
Johnson. Board. (Publ.) 


Green, Mary McBurney EVERYBODY EATS Scott 
$1.00 
These two cardboard books (see also WHO BLEW THAT WHISTLE- next page) prove 
that cardboard books can be made almost as indestructible as linen books. The spiral 
binding will make them difficult for public libraries to use, but parents will welcome 
theme fverybody Kats might possibly be a useful adjunct to other methods of persuasion 
with a feeding problem child, but that is not its main value. It is fun, and three and 
four year olds will like to see what all sorts of creatures eat,- pigs, cows, squirrels, 
horses, cats, dogs, birds, roosters. I don't like the baby talk - "mooly cow" and "kitty"- 
but perhaps I'm hunting a flaw in a book that otherwise I like very much. Edward Glannon 
has done pictures in flat, postery colors. (Publ.) 


ae Wells, Peter DOLLY MADISON'S SURPRISE Winston 
$1.25 
Comic strip techniques and comic strip vulgarity for a cheap handling of the 
story of how French John, the White House chef, introduced ice cream to Dolly Madison as 
the surprise for one of her big entertainments, the second inaugural dinner. I suppose 
it is history painlessly administered=- but it could be in better taste. Heavy board, 
reenforced. (Publ.) 
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Bloch, Marie Halun DANNY DOFFER Harper 

Nonsense tales which five to seven year olds will enjoy, but which they could 
not read to themselves. Eight and nine year olds = good readers- could read them with 
pleasure. Danny Doffer was the man who invented name tapes and saved lots of confusion 
at school and camp. But once he got so big an order that he had to get help from the 
second postman who invented on the side, and invented a machine to make them. Then the 
machine wouldn't stop and a great many too many tapes were marked for Sunny Vale Golden- 
ball. Most of the rest of the adventures grow out of this, and the way in which the 
name tapes were finally used up makes a good surprise ending. Stories are short enough- 
and amusing enough=- to make good bedtime reading. Pictures by Jessie Robinson in bold 
line are verging on caricature and fit the tales. (10/9) 


Maxwell, William THE HEAVENLY TENANTS Harper 
te 
$2200 

* A wholly original development of a familiar folk pattern- that of the little 


people who come to the aid of friendly mortals and take over while mortals sleep. In 
this instance, the Marvell family = that is the father and the children- were more in- 
terested in the stars than in humdrum of daily existence. So when they went off to 
Virginia for a Spring holiday before farm work in Wisconsin got underway, they assumed 
the hired man would turn up to take care of the animals. But he didn'te and the neigh- 
bors were baffled and a little afraid of the strange tenants who had taken over. That 
those tenants were the characters of the Zodiac never occurred to anyone. Only Mr. Mare 
vell, who had been puzzled over certain absentees in his bit of heaven, wondered. An 
enchanting story= and a good family tale as well- and the samples of illustrations by 
Tlonka Karasz give promise that it will be a beautiful book. Three double-spreads in 
midnight blue, end papers in blue on pink, a spot drawing. (9/11) 


Webber, Frank Martin PETER PAINTER'S MERRY-CO-ROUND McKay 
$1.00 
This is the third volume in the odyssey of Peter Painter, the jolly little elf 
made familiar in syndicated form to children everywhere. Fantasy combining fairy tale 
and nature lore, with episodes linked by the central character. Vera Neville pictures, 
marginal drawings and spots, many in color - full page lithographs. Bound in heavy 
board covers, reenforced backbone. ( Publ.) 


Adelson, Leone WHO BLEW THAT WHISTLE Scott 
| $1.25 
* The second of the cardboard books referred to on previous page= this one for 


next step up the reading ladder, with considerably more substance to the story contin- 
uity. Amusing tale of a policeman's whistle that felt it wasn't getting enough credit 
for handling traffic so successfully=- and of how it quit on the job and left its poor 
traffic cop with no way of signalling traffic shifts. One canny chief suggested that 
the whistle be given a chance, and the way it worked out proved that neither one could 
be boss on his own. Humorous and original yarn for city children. The Oscar Fabres' 
drawings are fun. Heavy board throughout. Spirel—binding. ( Publ.) 
bio} PALA 


Black, Irma Simonton BARBARA'S BIRTHDAY Soott 
~le2d 
Barbara was five and for the first time she was allowed to go to the store 
alone on her tricyle to get the eggs for the birthday cake. She meets lots of friends, 
the grocery boy, the postman, and so on. And when she got to the store she couldn't 
remember what she's come for until the grocer gave her the cue. On the way home, she 
almost lost the eggs, but found away to save them - but one of her birthday presents 
took care of that danger for the future. A cute little story, marred by disappointing 
pictures by Nicholas Fakis, for Barbara is so out of drawing that she is grotesque. 


(Publ.) 
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de la Mare, Walter RHYMES AND VERSES: Collected Poems for Children — 
3200 
To those who provide a majority of Walter de la Mare's audience, the associa- 
tion with childhood is strong. Probably his poems for children are his best known. Here 
is a collection which he has made himself - and for the first time one realizes what a 
great contribution he has made in quantity as well as quality of children's verse - verse 
for family reading. There's inevitable unevenness in as big a collection as this, but 
surely everyone will find his own favorites. Elinore Blaisdell illustrations and decora- 


tive drawings, (12/7) 
FIRST STEPS IN ‘READING 


Horowitz, Caroline & Hart, Harold THE JUMBO FUN BOOK Hart Publishing 
$1.50 
Useful rainy day family game book, this collection of board games, card games, 
pencil games, word games, puzzles, riddles, comic rhymes, jokes, mazes, things to draw, 
to make, to do, tricks, mysteries, etc. The age level is about 8 and up - and the 
younger members of the family will find that a good deal of help and explanation is 
needed from older brothers and sisters. But there's plenty of choice, and some of the 
games can be adapted for mixed ages. In appearance, the book recalls Chatterbox of my 
childhocd = oddly dated as to type of illustrations, paper, format. Bound in cardboard, 


smythe sewn. Merchandise value largely. ( Publ.) 


Elsie-Jean MOZART = His Story and Music Edwin He. Morris 

: $60 

This is intended for second and third year piano students, and arrangements of 

a good many Mozart themes have been made by Bert Reisfeld. The text introduction tells 
the story of Mozart's brief dramatic life, and each musical excerpt is prefaced by an 
introductory paragraph, placing the music, telling the story where necessary, interpre-~ 
ting the themes. Among compositions included are A Little Night Music, Turkish March, 
Lullaby, themes from Marriage of Figaro, from Day of Judgment, etc. (Publ.) 


Woodcock, Louise THIS IS THE WAY THE ANIMALS WALK Scott 
$1.00 

* Easy to read humor, the kind of copy cat fun that youngsters like - could be 

used with younger children, but the vocabulary and the rhythmic quality of the text make 

it one of those hard-to-find first readers that fit particularly well into this age 

group. Taking a dog, a rooster, a turtle, a duck, a cat, a rabbit, a pony and a daddy, 

different kinds of walks are simply described, and illustrated in pictures in color by 

Ida Binney. This again is one of those heavy cardboard books with spiral binding. (Publ.) 


FICTION FOR 8 - 11 


Judson, Clara Ingram MICHAEL'S VICTORY Houghton, Mifflin 
$2.00 
"They came from Ireland"+ shanty Irish they were called, and the potato famine 
had sent them across the sea to build the railroad, the work they knew and loved. But 
the canal people had it in for them, and the feuds extended to the youngsters. This is 
a family story of the O'Haras, and of how they saw it through until almost every member 
of the family had found a place in this new democracy of the mid 19th century. An un- 
usual background of the building of the Toledo and Illinois, and a good story. Illus- 
trated by Elmer Wexler. (Oct.) (0 


Watson, Helen Orr HIGH STEPPER Houghton, Mifflin 
$2.00 
* This combines two sure insredients for popularity- it is a horse story and a 
circus story’ The early chapters as Zan, and the tiny motherless foal meet and make 
friends - then Star as a yearling colt rejoins the wild herd, and later is captured and 
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finds his friend once more - will appeal particularly to young people who know and love 
horses. Then comes Zan's chance to join the circus with the colt he has trained, and 
the period when both go through a new kind of training and Zan is fired with the desire 
to teach his lovely horse the high-stepping acts that are the goal of trainers. There's 
a bit of romance here, and a bit of heartbreak too; there's adventure and misadventure 
and an unusual slant on horse and boy training. Illustrated by Manning deV. Lee, who 
can be counted on for good work. (W289) !!/'2 


Davis, Betty Elise SCOTCHTOWN TALE Nelson 
$2.00 

Story of the childhood and girlhood of Dolly Payne who is better known today 
as Dolly Madison, and of Scotchtown, a lovely old Virginia house which was center of 
interesting events and personalities as Dolly was growing up. A very good segment of 
the young America, a vivid picture of eventful life on a plantation in those days, bits 
of side issues during the two wars, as the story ends with Dolly waiting in Washington 
to make sure a famous portrait of George Washington is in safe hands as the British 
approached the new capitol. True story=- with an authentic feel. (Publ.) 


Lawson, Marie THE SEA IS BLUE Viking 
$2.00 

A boy-girl romance in rainbow colors, in the period of sailing ships = as 
Timmy and Cissie link their contacts with the New England harbor townspeople to the 
game they have invented, and find the link stronger than they knew. Timmy was supposed 
to be destined for a career other than the sea, but the call was in his blood- and 
Cissie waited until he knew she was still there. There's great charm in this little 
story, though it has, perhaps, slow motion for the age for which it is designed. Illus- 
trated by the author. (10/25) 


FACT BOOKS FOR 8 - 11 


Mason, Bernard S. THE BOOK OF INDIAN CRAFTS AND COSTUMES Barnes 
* This is a how-to-do-it book tied in.with factual content on Indian costumes, 


in full detail:- war bonnets, turbans, bands, rosettes, and other kinds of headdresses; 
bustles; anklets; leg bands; moccasins; arm bands; breechcloths; leggings; shirts; neck- 
laces; rattles, bells and other noise makers; masks; and all sorts of decorative details. 
Not only are the backgrounds given of the different cultures, the tribes, the uses made 
of certain items of costume at certain times, but the actual details are illustrated with 
photographs and diagrams showing steps of construction. An excellent dook for craft 
shelves in boys' clubs, scout libraries, camp libraries. Public libraries will find it 
useful for reference shelves. Illustrations made by Frederic H. Kock. ( Publ.) 


FICTION - 12 to 15 


Hess, Fjeril FLY AWAY HOME Macmillan 
$2.00 
Tables are turned this time, and it is Petey who is leaving the ranch to go 
East and see a new way of life, and Brenda Coleman who is going to be the one who knows 
her way about and can teach Petey what city life is like. Instead of tenderfoot on a 
ranch, there's ranch girl in the big city- and even city young people, who think they 
know New York will find lots of information worked into the story (sometimes too ob- 
viously) which will be new to them, as well as to Petey. A budding romance between 
Brenda's reticent older brother and Petey almost upsets loyal Duke when he comes East 
for the rodeo, but it all turns out as is right. The kinds of things girls in the early 
teens would want to know about traveling and visiting in New York are many of them there; 
perhaps the market will be largely for them. As a story, it is a little contrived for 


Fjeril Hess. (l0AS) +2 2 11% 
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Reynolds, Dickson GOLD IN MOSQUITO CREEK gle 
2.00 
There seems no end to stories of boys happening on outcroppings of gold and 
succeeding where the old timers failed, and this is another such, with some ingredi- 
ents that are different, but with little suspense as you feel sure luck will be theirs. 
There's fishing and logging and camping in the Northwest; there's a holiday spent placer 
mining, to help out an old miner they know. There are adventures with bears. and a skunk 
and some human bandits. There's a kidnapping. And there's the finding of the gold. 
All in orthodox fashion, though well enough done at that. ( Publ.) 



















THE MYSTERY OF THE SPANISH SABER Rinehart 
$2.00 
Once again a story that has qualities that keep you reading - and once again, 
the final chapters seem to fizzle out. L.A. Wadsworth has a long list of successes. 
Her characters ring true, and she makes it plausible in this new mystery, for two boys, 
Mark and Nicky, to get involved in an assault case, later in a murder, and to go off 
on their own, to solve the mystery. There's a good situation. here, with plenty of red 
herrings, suspense, build-up. The climax seems anti-climatic. But it is written so 
much better than most junior mysteries, that it is worthwhile. (11/14) 


Wadsworth, LeAe 












Seymour, Alta Halverson THE TANGLED SKEIN Westminster 
$2.00 

This is so nearly very good that we found its too easy denouement disappoint- 
ing. The first half= with the story of Solveig, who came back from Scotland to find 
her beloved Norwegian homeland turned against her as a member of a family of collabora- 
tionists, and of how she set about proving their loyalty - is holding reading. But as 
the tide turns in her favor, things seem to come too easily=- and the plot in its con- 
clusions seems contrived, the characterizations flimsy. However, the setting, the 
period (after the war) have a fresh slant. J.L.G. (10/12) : 










FICTION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
















Shepard, Odell & Willard HOIDFAST GAINES Macmillan 
$3.00 
The hero of this story is an Indian, born to the leadership of his people, a 
vanishing race even in the period in which this story is set, the Revolution in New 
England and the early days of the young nation that followed. Holdfast had been vir- 
tually a son in the household of New London farmers; he had grown to love their daughter 
but knew his was a lonely road ahead and turned from her, leaving her to marry the 
Britisher who had been their "friendly enemy". Mature years found him seeking ways to 
help his race, leading them west, trying to forestall mistakes in handling them, plead- 
ing with Tecumseh, with The Prophet, throwing in his lot with Andrew Jackson in Florida, 
in New Orleans. There's a lot of history- a big canvas- a fresh view on those early 
years from the Revolution to the end of the War of 1813. And there are lots of charac- 
ters, historical and fictional. (For full report see adult section, P.428, 9/1.) (10/29) 


Rogers, Lettie SOUTH OF HEAVEN Random House 
, ; $2.50 
Judith loved all things Chinese, resented being an American in China, knew the 
language better than her missionary parents, and tried to go to a Chinese school. Her 
two worlds clashed and brought her great unhappiness when the revolution of '26 brought 
foreigners into danger, but it made Judith the leader in the family, and with the help 
€ of her Chinese friends, she was able to save her mother and brother. An unusual story 
of a strange lost childhood, told with quiet perception and understanding. (For full 
report see P. 435.) (11/1) 
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Franken, Rose YOUNG CLAUDIA Rinehart 
$2.50 
Newest in the good and wholesome Claudia series. David, medically discharged, 
develops a mild case of inadequacy, which Claudia stimulates by a brief fling in the 
theatre. The play flops after a tryout, Claudia returns to David, now in New York, re- 
established in his architectural career. Next she takes under her wing, along with their 
own two children, a friend's teen-age daughter, suffering from a mother (and a David) 
complex. A new pregnancy brings things to a head. (For full report see Page 435). (11/7) 


Litten, Frederic Nelson THE KINGDOM OF FLYING MEN Westminster 
A Story of Atr ‘Cargo $2.00 
* A first rate yarn with a double challenge,- the challenge of meeting the re- 


sponsibility for giving the boys who served during the war in the Air Corps an opportun- 
ity to show what they can contribute to civilian flight, and the challenge of preserving 
the spirit that flying men feel is something above and beyond what others have. This is 
a story of how one small group worked out their problems against terrific odds, and of 
how one crooked stick in the lot- and another spoiled brat- almost brought about failure 
and defeat. But in the end, defeat turned to victory, and a veteran controlled air cargo 
line was secured. Good flight material and good adventure, with a modern, up-to-the. 
minute twist. The characters, throughout, are convincing, drawn as they are with greys 
as well as black and white. (10/7) 


NON FICTION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


Skolsky, Syd MAKE WAY FOR MUSIC Dutton 
$2.50 
An ABC to help the listener get the most out of recorded music. Part One 
traces fashions in music, orchestra makeup, etc. Part Two presents six programs, with 
descriptive highlights of each composition selected for the program. There are brief 
notes on the composers included, - Bach,Haydn, Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert, Schumann, 
Mendelssohn, Chopin, Liszt, Brahms, Tschaikovsky. (Full report P. 444.) (10/21) 


Marshall, Edison SHIKAR AND SAFARI Farrar, Straus 
$3.00 
Pieces about big game hunting by novelist who has written for men and boys for 
years, and who now tells many true stories of tracking and shooting game in the jungles 
of Burma and India and South Africa. There are stories of guides and the thrills of 
hunting, thrills which lie, perhaps, largely in the telling. Good armchair adventure 
for sportsmen of all ages. (For full report see P. 449). (11/10) 


Martin, Ralph Go BOY FROM NEBRASKA ‘The Story of Ben Kurokt Harper 
$2.50 
The sympathetic story of America's Number One Nisei. One of ten children, born 
in America, Ben lived a life of poverty= and happiness- on a small Nebraska farm, but 
Pearl Harbor, when he was 27, made him an undesirable alien, forced to fight hysterical 
prejudice at home, and once in the service, to fight it there, as well as the enemy, 
whether in ETO or the Pacific. He enlisted despite opposition, he sought combat duty 
as tail gunner, he flew 25 missions, then turned down a furlough to fly again. When 
sent back to make a tour of relocation camps as a Nisei hero, he was determined to serve 
again the Pacific, though he lived in double peril there. Now a civilian again, he is 
fighting the cause of the Nisei. Not an easy book to read but one which is significant 
for all ages. (For full report see Page 443.) (10/9) 


Hawkins, Maxwell TORPEDOES AWAY, SIR! Holt 
$2.00 

I don't know why this is labelled a juvenile, for it is a thoroughly adult 
presentation of the record the submarines made in the Pacific. It is done in a rather 
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unemotional, undramatic way, which will limit its market primarily to those of all ages- 
and both sexes- who are definitely interested in this branch of the service. The submar- 
ines did an extraordinary job - knocked out a total of 1944 ships. In the Pacific, to 
which this book is confined, their tasks varied from serving as garbage scows to stalk- 
ing shipping in enemy waters. They carried gold, they did scout patrol, they evacuated 
civilians and military, they zot what they went after. The story is told through suc- 
cessive records of individual subs, through isolated incidents, through an overall pic- 
ture of the life, the requirements for the personnel, and so on. A competent but not 


an inspired job. (12/°) 


Rich, Louise Dickinson HAPPY THE LAND Lisphanett 
$3200 

A sequel to ke Took To The Woods and just as good as the first book. It is 
episodic and not chronologically a follow through. It is a remembrance of things loved, 
nostalgic without being sentimental; a picture of a way of life which they loved, of 
little towns, particularly the town where the Riches did their shopping, of the hired 
man, of visitors and neighbors, of a canoe trip through the lakes, of talk and people. 
Permeating it all, an awareness of the achievement of the good life, outgrowth of the 
earlier hardy pioneering. (For full report see P. 445) (10/30) 


HaigeBrown, Roderick Lo A RIVER NEVER SLEEPS Morrow 
$4.00 
These are pieces about fishing, and rivers, and gunning, as the author of that 
supremely good book about the Chinook run, fetum to the ktver, shares with his readers 
his own love of rivers, particular his own special river, the Campbell. There are loads 
of good fishing stories, the season round, mostly set in the Northwest. There's lots of 
adventure and humor and always the out-of-doors. There's sound information for fishor- 
men of all ages on rods and tackle, flies and Oe) The illustrations are to be by 


fy 


Louis Darling. (For full report see Page 451.) (Now. rP 


Logan, Milla BRING ALONG LAUGHTER Random House 
$2.50 
A girlhood in San Francisco and the Serbian colony there, in an amsing tale 
of a large foreign-born family who attempt to resist Americanization with great vigor. 
The various aunts and uncles are personalities; there are hilarious accounts of weddings, 
almost equally boisterous funerals, all kinds of spats and feuds that result when a 
great number of people live together. Fun reading. (Full report, Page 446.) (Oct.) 


Irwin, Will-#d. LETTERS FROM T.R. TO KERMIT Scribner 
| | $3.00 
Theodore Roosevelt's /2iters "" Children pyblished in 1920 contained 52 


of the letters in this new collection, in which there are additional 152. They cover 
Kermit's academic years, 1902-08, when he was at Groton, and his father was in the 
White House. They show T.%. in his most estimate and human guise, adventurous and ex- 
ubderant, eternally youthful, worried about national and world affairs. Editorial notes 
fill in the background for successive chapters. Good Rooseveltiana. (Full report, 

Po 447.) (Oct.) 


Hope, Bob SO THIS IS PEACE Simon & Schuster 
Paper 31.00 Cloth $2.00 
Here he is again, with the same glib lib, smooth timing, fast pace, as the big 
team continues with badinage and baggage through the ETO and Sarong Circuit entertain- 
ing Uncle Sam's soldiers in the best Hope tradition. Here are the same fast comebacks, 
punster wit with new trimmings. He is still king of low comedy, and yet manages to 
avoid distasteful vulgarities and petty meanness. (Full report P. 441.) (9/26) 
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Untermeyer, Louis- Fd. A TREASURY O# LAUGHTER Simon & Schuster 
$3075 
The biggest collection of the best in humor= it runs close to 1200 pages - has 
more than 100 illustrations- and is a compilation ranging from stories to poems, jokes, 
bon mots, anecdotes, all in catholic, time-tested taste. There are examples of the past 
from Thackeray and Lewis Carroll, to Ring Lardner and Don Marquis; there are contempor~ 
aries such as FPA, Dorothy Parker, Thurber, Perelman, etc. There is little satire, as 
this is levity en masse for the masses. (For fuller report see Page 450.) (11/12) 


REFERENCE BOOKS 


COMPTON'S PICTURED ENCYCLOPEDIA (Ready in November) F.%. Compton & Company 
15 Volumes Prices averaging $95, according to binding 
* Twenty years ago, when I first examined Compton's “Encyclopedia, I thought it 


tops in reference tools for boys and girls, from elementary through High School. Re~ 
cently I saw an advance set of the new Compton's, and once again it outranks them all. 
The decorative borders and running heads that made for overcrowding have been elimin- 
ated, and the type face was always clear and readable. Guide words are readily spotted 
and display layout for illustrations makes it enticing. Here is an encyclopedia built 
on a long study of how children like material presented; the result is exciting to 
every wideawake youngster from ten up. There is no sense of routine presentation, 
either in special articles or brief paragraphs, and there is consistent effort to tie 
in with childhood interests. Arrangement of material, ease of reference, division of 
topics, style, illustrations (a tremendous number in full color, beautifully reproduced), 
scientific material handled from particular to general = all goes to making the ene 
cyclopedia outstanding. Each volume has its own fact index, which services as an ordin~ 
ary index, and also shortcuts one of the salient fact needed. Entries are in alphabet- 
ical line-by-line arrangement; there is cross indexing and page references by point. 
Compton's is sold by salesmen; address inquiries to 1000 North Dearborn St., Chicago. 


BOOKS FOR TEACHERS .& PARENTS. 


Black, Irma Simonton OFF TO A GOOD START Harcourt, Brace 
$2.50 
Predominantly sane counsel that emphasizes the education of the parents for 
helping the child in character and habit development. It covers the years from baby= 
hood to early school years, ranging from common problems of feeding, sleeping, toilet 
training, to special questions of language habits, growth, temper, contacts outside 
the family, trips, school, self expression, etc. For full report see P. 404. (Publ.) 


Sheehy, Imma THERE'S MUSIC IN CHILDREN Holt 
$2.00 
* By all odds this is the best book in this field that has come our way. A 
teacher who has worked closely with children for many years says that it should be read 
by every teacher working and playing with children. It has inspiration~ and factual 
content to reenforce the inspiration. It is written with enthusiam and a contagious 
zest. Music can te caught in children even by an untrained musician. She must- it is 
true- be sensitive to the needs of children and able to fit the readiness to the inter- 
est. What is sought is skill in feeling rather than in performance. She discusses 
the use of instruments that can be made at school or at home, experimenting with sound, 
creating the dance in a child's natural movement. There is no one method - imagination, 
vision are essential and the method then evolwes. There must be a quiet spot where 
children can feel that what they are doing is important. She suggests ways of hearing 
music about us, watching children, adapting music to their needs. Bibliographies 
accompany various sections of the text, and the book ends with suggestions of phono- 
graphic records for rhythm, dramatic play, listening periods, stories and songSocoo 
In its field, this book is supremely exciting. (10/10) 








